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Continue activities following the story - The Sleeping Language

By: Tami Shem-Tov
Illustrations: Aya Gordon Noy
הוֹצָאָה: כנרת

Age Group: Second Grade

 שִׂיחָה 

Discussion

You may want to discuss your experience of acquiring Hebrew: What were the first
words you said as toddlers? Did you invent any words? Do you, parents, know what the
first words you said were? Did you acquire another language? If you learned to speak
Hebrew at a later stage, you could discuss the experience of learning the language, and
discover what language you speak when you dream at night.

 כְּלָלִי 

A family dictionary

Which word does your family like, and why? Are there any words that you have
invented, and only your family members understand? Perhaps some of those words
have a special story behind them? You may enjoy collecting stories from family
members: a word of friendship, a special term of endearment, or secret family
codeword.
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 מִשְׂחָק 

Name, place, animal, thing (a game)

In Hebrew the game is called Chai, Tzomeach, Domem (animal, vegetable, thing). Select
a letter, and participants must name animals, vegetables and things starting with the
letter selected.

 כְּלָלִי 

Haftaa [surprise], boreg [screw], glida [ice cream]

Rakevet [train], mapuhit [harmonica], and kruvit [cauliflower] are just some of the
words that Eliezer Ben Yehuda invented. Others appear on the second to last page of
this book. You could take turns to choose two words from this page and use them in a
sentence: a sentence containing the words haftaa [surprise] and ganenet [kindergarten
teacher], or ganenet [kindergarten teacher] and tizmoret [orchestra], or how about
tizmoret [orchestra] and nazelet [nasal mucus]? Do you think you could put a small
story together featuring all the words on this page?
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 הַעֲשָׁרָה 

The revivers of the Hebrew Language

Rabbi Yechiel Michel Pines (1843–1913) was involved in the purchase of lands, setting up
the Academy of the Hebrew Language with Eliezer Ben Yehuda. Rabbi Pines invented
new Hebrew words, such as agvania [tomato] and shaon [clock/watch].

Nissim Behar (1848–1931) founded the Torah Umelacha School in Jerusalem where
Hebrew was taught in Hebrew. Eliezer Ben Yehuda was a teacher at this school.

Hayim Nahman Bialik (1873–1934) – the national poet was a key activist at the Academy
of the Hebrew Language, inventing professional terms in fields such as music and the
playing of musical instruments. Matos [airplane], matzlema [camera], and etzbeoni
[thimble] are some of the words he invented.

Many others actively contributed to the revival of the Hebrew language. You could learn
more about them by visiting the Academy of the Hebrew Language website.



4/4

 הַשְׁרָאָה 

Pinterest

Word games, Hebrew works and songs are all waiting for you on the PJLibrary Pinterest

www.pjisrael.org More activities on the Pajama Library website

https://www.pinterest.com/grinspoonisrael/%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%A4%D7%94-%D7%94%D7%A0%D7%9E%D7%94/
http://www.pjisrael.org

